Excerpts from the "Britain Awake" speech, also known as the "Iron Lady" speech

given at Kensington Town Hall on January 19, 1976

The first duty of any Government is to safeguard its people against external aggression. To guarantee the survival of our way of life.
The question we must now ask ourselves is whether the present Government is fulfilling that duty. It is dismantling our defenses at a
moment when the strategic threat to Britain and her allies from an expansionist power is graver than at any moment since the end of
the last war....

A huge, largely land-locked country like Russia does not need to build the most powerful navy in the world just to guard its own
frontiers. No. The Russians are bent on world dominance, and they are rapidly acquiring the means to become the most powerful
imperial nation the world has seen. The men in the Soviet politburo don't have to worry about the ebb and flow of public opinion.

They put guns before butter, while we put just about everything before guns.

We are devoted, as we always have been, to the maintenance of peace. We will welcome any initiative from the Soviet Union that
would contribute to that goal. But we must also heed the warnings of those, like Alexander Solzhenitsyn, who remind us that we have
been fighting a kind of "Third World War' over the entire period since 1945—and that we have been steadily losing ground. As we look
back over the battles of the past year, over the list of countries that have been lost to freedom or are imperiled by Soviet expansion,

can we deny that Solzhenitsyn is right?

Britain, with her worldwide experience of diplomacy and defense, has a special role to play. We in the Conservative Party are
determined that Britain should fulfill that role. We're not harking back to some nostalgic illusion about Britain's role in the past. We're
saying Britain has a part to play now, a part to play for the future. The advance of Communist power threatens our whole way of life.
That advance is not irreversible, providing that we take the necessary measures now. But the longer that we go on running down our
means of survival, the harder it will be to catch up. In other words: the longer Labour remains in Government, the more vulnerable

this country will be.

Our capacity to play a constructive role in world affairs is of course related to our economic and military strength. Socialism has
weakened us on both counts. This puts at risk not just our chance to play a useful role in the councils of the world, but the Survival of
our way of life. Caught up in the problems and hardships that Socialism has brought to Britain, we are sometimes in danger of failing
to see the vast transformations taking place in the world that dwarf our own problems, great though they are. But we have to wake up
to those developments, and find the political will to respond to them. Soviet military power will not disappear just because we refuse

to look at it. And we must assume that it is there to be used—as threat or as force—unless we maintain the necessary deterrents.

We are under no illusions about the limits of British influence. We are often told how this country that once ruled a quarter of the
world is today Just a group of offshore islands. Well, we in the Conservative Party believe that Britain is still great. The decline of our
relative power in the world was partly inevitable—with the rise of the super powers with their vast reserves of manpower and resources.
But it was partly avoidable too—the result of our economic decline accelerated by Socialism. We must reverse that decline when we
are returned to Government.

In the meantime, the Conservative Party has the vital task of shaking the British public out of a long sleep. Sedatives have been
prescribed by people, in and out of Government, telling us that there is no external threat to Britain, that all is sweetness and light in
Moscow, and that a squadron of fighter planes or a company of marine commandos is less important than some new subsidy.

The Conservative Party must now sound the warning. There are moments in our history when we have to make a fundamental choice.
This is one such moment—a moment when our choice will determine the life or death of our kind of society, and the future of our

children. Let's ensure that our children will have cause to rejoice that we did not forsake their freedom.
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